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4 \inu) orcered that equipment for the conversion of 500 boxcars end the

ATICH OF 1"'5% CO#MER S YO OR RECEIPT BY AR ONAUTHORIZED PERSOMN
BY

BY LAW  THE REPRODUCTION OF T41S VORY i8 PROUIBITED.

i b

material for the equipping ofan sdditlonal 2,00C boxcers was to be procured y the
end of 1952. The equipment for the 2,000 converted boxears was to be avallable by
late January 1953. In arder to keep the number of boxcars to be converted for
trocp movements secret, the work was to be executed by several railrosd repeir
sheps. For gecurity reasons, no written reports were to be made on the work

performed nor were any files to be kept, from which the mumber of boxcars night
be inferred.l
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a. Welssenfels-~Erfurt line:

The worst defects of this line were eliminated by a replscement of rails ang
tles. Seven welding crews are at present employed on the repair of 400 rail
bregksges. The physical status of the permarent way is deteriorating in the
Helssenfels, Naumburg and Grossheringen aress. Small iron fittings, ties and
rails are so worn that these defecets csnnot be elimlnated by scheduled treck
agintenance work. The same spolies to the goiled ballast. Rulle on the line
mst be replacei.
bs  Zeltz-Probstzella line:

Jperational safaty 1s no longer gueranteed on the sections bstween kilometer
narkers (7.9 and 43.15 as well as 48.3 and 49.9, as rails and ties are
sompletely worn outs Reils on thia line should be replaced in 1953. However,
this will not b2 passible in view of the decrsed rail allocations. The line
sections mentionad will possibly have to be elosed. Iines in the Poessneck end
flchich: areas are alsc in poor condition. ‘
¢o 3lankenheim-Nordhausen line:

“oth tracks between Blankenheim end Bangerhaugen are solled by sshes. The
areber of rail breakages is increasing. The ballast sbouid be clesred. Soft
400d ties installed between the Barga/Kelbra apd Nordbausen railroad stations

““rom 1926 to 1928 must be replaced. There is at present & speed limit of 50
im/h for trains coarating between kilomster marker 80.5 and 94.4 The
ecessary replacement of ties is scheduled for 1953.
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d. Arnstadt-Reudistendorf line.
There are serious defects in the roadbed in sections of this line
totaling aebout 13 lm. Tie= must be replaced. Some of the work is
ascheduled to be performed in 1953. .

8. As mentioned previously, it is most urgent that ties and rails be
replaced on sections of the following railrosd lines:

Probstzella-Sonnsberg
Ebeleben~Muehlhausen
Greussen-Keula
Wernehausen~Trusetsal
Rennsteig-Frauenwald
Ilmenau~Grossbreitenbach
Buttstaedt~Rastenberg
Erfurt Nord-Nottleben
Gera-Wultz-thmsdorf
Rottenbach~Katzhuetts .

In some seotions, rails are still nailed on ties, many of which are
worn out. It must be expected that slow-down sections will have to
be established.

f. The status of subsidiary tracks such as eldings,ete. 1s deteriorating.
The amall allocations of rails are needed for repair work on line
tracks. Ties and small iron fittinga are in such a poor cond’tion
that scheduled maintenance work is without effect. It must be
expected that several tracks will have to be closed.

g. & total of about 1,400 new workers must be recruited for the
sxecution of track maintenance work required in the Erfurt redl-
rosd district.?

251 1.| The equipment, which is stored at en installation of the
gIongl railrosd hesdquartere, is usually instelled as needed.

« The equipment is subject to an excessive emount of

wear and tear, because the soldiers are apt to use the wooden parts for
heating and are apt to steel the portable stoves. However, it ap:ears
that the smount of equipment which is to be made avsilable is far in
excess of normal replacements. It mey therefore be expected that the
Soviets will increase their troop movements after February 1953.
Railroad lines in the Erfurt district are heavily used by the Soviets. It
is unknown, whether similar orders were also given for the other railroad
districts. Colonel Belyavski was previously knowr as chief of the Soviet
transportation control hesdquarters in Erfurt.

25X1 2. I:k}_mgm“ The lines mentioned under a through d are important msin
' lines in this district. A similar report on defects in the lineg o
district, dated 5 May 1952, was trensmitted previously. | 25X
+ The shortage of reils and ties prevents a systematic
replacement, of rails as required for saf: railroad operations.
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